
 

Beautiful World Canada Foundation  
2014 Annual Report  

INVESTING IN EDUCATION TO CHANGE THE WORLD 



 

OUR PURPOSE 
 

Beautiful World exists to help passionate and dedicated students in the developing world excel in their high 

school and university, college or vocational programs. By investing in their education, we can enable them to 

create a brighter future for themselves, their families, their communities and their countries.  

 

  

 WHY FOCUS ON SECONDARY & POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION? 
 

Many governments and non-governmental organizations have been working hard to make education in Africa 

a priority. However, funding has been focused at the primary level. Once a student finishes primary school, they 

often see their dreams come to an end when the cost of continuing their education becomes too great for their 

family to bear. School fees and the high cost of materials and uniforms keep secondary and post-secondary 

education out of reach for millions of children in Africa. Beautiful World wants to change that.  

 



 

WHY FOCUS ON GIRLS? 
 

Over 90% of the students in our program are girls. In many parts of Africa, when a girl reaches adolescence, she 

drops out of school. She does this because her family either can’t afford to send her to school anymore or 

doesn’t see the value in educating her further. Instead of studying alongside her peers, she will stay home to 

clean the house, cook the meals, fetch the water and take care of ill relatives. Despite her love for school, the 

odds are strongly stacked against her to finish her education. Without one, her future is bleak. But if given the 

chance to finish her education, everything changes.  

For every extra year that a girl stays in secondary school, her future income increases by 15% to 25%. When she 

earns an income, she will reinvest 90% of it in her family, helping to lift them out of poverty. She will marry later 

and have fewer, but healthier children. Her children will be much more likely to attend school and to receive 

regular medical care. She will become part of the next generation of leaders that will shape her country.  

 

Educating girls is one of the best investments that we can make 



  

RESULTS SINCE 2012 

110 Ebola 
assistance 
packages 
delivered  

96% student 
retention 

rate 

311 
scholarships 

provided 



MESSAGE TO SUPPORTERS 

2014 was a year of growth for Beautiful World. We 

expanded our scholarship program from 128 

students to 250 students. More than 95% of our 

students met the academic requirements to remain 

on scholarship in 2015, a testament to their passion 

for education. As we look back on 2014, we reflect 

on the opportunities and challenges that we faced 

throughout the year.  

In July we expanded our geographic reach by 

introducing a post-secondary scholarship program 

for young women in Rwanda. The students in this 

program are passionate about learning and 

dedicated to improving both their own lives and the 

lives of their family members. They are studying Civil 

Engineering, Electrical Engineering and Biomedical 

Engineering to name just a few. These programs will 

provide them with the knowledge and skills needed 

to succeed in Rwanda’s growing economy. All of the 

students in this program lived through the 1994 

Rwandan Genocide, which claimed the lives of over 

800,000 people. At a very young age they witnessed 

unspeakable atrocities that would change their 

families and country forever. But today, thanks to 

you, their future is bright.   

In early fall, a deadly outbreak of Ebola in West 

Africa forced us to alter our strategy in Sierra Leone. 

The 110 high school students supported by Beautiful 

World could no longer attend school due to 

nationwide school closures, nor could they attend 

Girls Club Day due to a ban on public gatherings. We 

knew that it could be several months before our 

students would see the inside of a classroom again. 

Working with our local partner in Sierra Leone, we 

developed a plan to keep our students learning even 

if they couldn’t go to school. We developed 

workbooks and assignments for each of our 

students’ core subjects. We also provided our 

students with radios, which enabled them to tune 

into the free educational programs that were being 

broadcast across the country. To help ease the 

challenges at home, our students and their families 

were provided with food supplies as well as supplies 

of chlorine, hand sanitizer and soap to help keep 

them safe.  

Our local partner put their concern for our students 

ahead of everything else. They worked with the 

National Ebola Response Centre to ensure that care 

packages and educational supplies made it to each 

and every student in our program, regardless of how 

difficult it was to reach them. In an effort to stop the 

outbreak, the Government of Sierra Leone 

quarantined entire villages, leaving the people 

inside panicked and desperate as food shortages 

began to take place. While others were running 

away from these areas in fear, our team went in. 

They spoke with our students and their families and 

they heard their challenges. Even in situations 

where students were living in quarantined homes 

that could not be entered, our partner found a way 

to reach them, leaving supplies just outside of their 

doorstep. We are truly privileged to have such 

dedicated local partners.  

Partnership remains the key to our success. We are 

tremendously grateful to all of our supporters who 

empower us to transform the lives of students 

across Africa through education. We thank TD 

Securities for their continued support as our Lead 

Sponsor. We could not do what we do without the 

commitment and support of all of our donors.  

We look forward to your continued engagement. 

Together, we can make a difference, one child at a 

time.  

 
Sara Dunkley 
Founder & Chair 
Beautiful World Canada Foundation  
 

  

 



















  

One child, one teacher, one book and one pen can change the world. - Malala Yousafzai 
 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Daryl Aitken 

Daryl Aitken is the owner of Fabric Spark, an e-commerce fabric business serving the DIY market.  She has over 

30 years of marketing experience focussed largely on building brands and businesses in the digital world. She 

is a former partner and President of Dashboard, and was a senior executive at eBay and BBDO. Daryl is a 

Director of Torstar Corporation and has served on the boards of the Canadian Federation of Humane Societies, 

World Wildlife Fund, and The Canadian Marketing Association. 

 

Scott Beckett 

Scott Beckett is the President of Edgewater Financial Group Inc., a boutique insurance marketing firm in 

downtown Toronto. Scott holds an MBA from the Richard Ivey School of Business and a Bachelor of Science 

from the University of Western Ontario. Scott devotes his personal energy to his wife and three children and to 

his charitable interests. 

 

Brad Dunkley  

Brad Dunkley co-founded Waratah Advisors in 2010 with Blair Levinsky. Prior to starting his own firm, Brad was 

a Portfolio Manager and Vice President at Gluskin Sheff + Associates in Toronto, Canada. Brad holds a Chartered 

Financial Analyst designation and Bachelor of Business Administration from Wilfrid Laurier University, where he 

was the Gold Medal recipient. Brad is a Second Lieutenant in the Canadian Forces Army Reserve. 

 

Sara Dunkley  

Sara Dunkley is the Founder of Beautiful World, as well as the President of Stellar Outdoor Advertising. She has 

been in the billboard and signage industry for over 10 years with a focus on developing billboard sites and 

helping clients grow their businesses. Sara holds an MBA from York University and Bachelor of Business 

Administration from Wilfrid Laurier University. 

 

Michelle Hayward  

Michelle Hayward has been contributing to the HIV/AIDS response in Africa for several years, from 

volunteering with the Stephen Lewis Foundation to working with the Give a Day campaign and Dignitas 

International. She holds an honours degree in French from Queen's University and a Marketing Certificate 

from Ryerson University. 

 

Brent Lowe 

Brent Lowe is a coach and consultant to business leaders. Brent has held HR leadership positions with Dell 

Canada, Redknee Inc., Achievers Inc. (formerly I Love Rewards), and Bullfrog Power Inc. Brent's education 

includes a Bachelor of Engineering and Management from McMaster University, an MBA from the Schulich 

School of Business, York University, and an MA in Counseling Psychology from Yorkville University. 

 

 

  



Njoki Wane 

Dr. Njoki Wane is the Director of Office of Teacher Support at OISE, and an Associate Professor of Sociology and 

Equity Studies in Education at the University of Toronto. Njoki holds a PhD from the University of Toronto, a 

Master of Education from the University of New Brunswick, a MSc from U.S. International University and a 

Bachelor of Education from the University of Nairobi. 

 

Victoria Winter 

Victoria Winter is a partner in the Toronto law firm of Beard Winter LLP. Her area of practice is succession 

planning with a particular emphasis on wills, international and domestic trusts, estate administration, and the 

establishment of charitable foundations and not for profit organizations. Victoria holds a LLB from Osgoode 

Hall at York University. Victoria is a board member of the Toronto 2015 Pan American /Parapan American 

Games. 

 
 
 
  



 Beautiful World Canada Foundation                                      
620 Wilson Avenue, Suite 503 
Toronto, ON, M3K 1Z3 

www.beautifulworldcanada.org                                      
Check us out on Facebook, Twitter & YouTube 
Charitable Registration No: 842133480RR0001 


