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a note from our 
founder and board chair 
This year, we are celebrating Beautiful World’s 5th anniversary of helping girls 
in sub-Saharan Africa break through poverty.  In 5 short years, I have witnessed 
the transformative power of higher education for girls who have survived 
extreme poverty, famine, war and violence, and HIV/AIDS and other deadly 
diseases. 

In both March and October, I had the honour of sitting in the homes of girls 
we support. After hearing their stories and the impact of their scholarships, I 
can confidently say Beautiful World is actually changing lives. Teenage girls 
who previously had no other options, other than marriage, pregnancy, unsafe or 
low-skilled jobs, now have the chance to use their potential. Through Beautiful 
World they can access higher education which will change the trajectory of their 
future forever. 

Sugira, pictured on the left with her mother, friend, and I, is one of those 
students. I learned about the unimaginable suffering Sugira’s family endured as 
a direct result of the genocide in Rwanda and the poverty that followed. Despite 
their hardships, her mother persevered so she could give Sugira the chance to 
go to school. That is, until she reached university when school fees skyrocketed 
out of reach. 

Now, with her scholarship from Beautiful World, Sugira is studying Civil 
Engineering. 

2016 was a significant year of development and growth for Beautiful World. 
Special highlights include:

• The first group of students completed our Graduation Prep program.  I had 
the pleasure of being at the last workshop to support the girls with their business 
plans.  

• We had our biggest graduating class and now have 65 graduates, many of 
whom are working at their dream jobs or have started a successful business.   

• We had a large group of new students join our STEM program in Rwanda.

• Our community grew by almost 300 people, including new foundations.

You have given the girls in our programs the opportunity of a life time. With an 
education, they are fulfilling the dream of every girl in their village. They have an 
incredible opportunity to become leaders who will step in to lift themselves and 
others out of the poverty they have known their entire lives.  

The girls in our programs often ask me how they got to be so lucky to have 
found Beautiful World and they marvel at the generosity of Canadians. You are 
providing them with the skills, confidence, and courage to break free from 
poverty, creating a brighter future through the transformative power of higher 
education. 

Thank you so much for all you do to make this possible.

Sara Dunkley
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Yours,



I wish to express my sincere 
gratitude for your kindness 
which enables me to continue 
my studies.

“ “
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why higher education 
for girls?
Beautiful World is dedicated to providing higher education to girls living in 
poverty in sub-Saharan Africa. We believe that to truly break the cycle of  
poverty, girls must go beyond primary school and have access to high school, 
vocational school, college and university. With the skills and knowledge gained, 
girls grow into empowered and confident young women, who become leaders 
in their families and communities. Here’s how: 

For every extra year that a girl stays in secondary 
school, her future income increases by 15%-25%.

When she earns an income, she will reinvest 90% in 
her family, helping to lift them out of poverty.

She will marry later and have fewer but healthier 
children. Her children will be more likely to attend 
school.

She will become part of the next generation of leaders 
that will shape her community and country.
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Beautiful World works with local partners in Uganda, Rwanda, 
and Sierra Leone to provide comprehensive support to girls 
who have survived unimaginable poverty, civil war, HIV/AIDS, 
Ebola, and genocide. Every girl in our program receives a circle 
of  support for her success, ranging from tuition to toothpaste. 
We then take it one step further to offer additional support 
through programs like mentorship, employment skills training 
through our Graduation Prep program, and medical care.  As 
all their needs are supported, girls can focus entirely on school 
instead of  worrying about basic survival.

our approach

tuition
housing

&
transportation

personal
supplies

mentorship

graduation
prep
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November 2011

November 2012

January 2013

December 2012

February 2013

December 2014

July 2014

May 2015

August  2015

December 2016

Became a 
registered charity

Welcomed the first group of scholars 
in Uganda, South Africa and Sierra 
Leone

Hosted the first Girls Club in 
Sierra Leone for 30 students

Launched a mentorship 
program across all programs

Hosted our Inaugural Gala with 
over 450 guests 

Welcomed the first scholars in 
Rwanda

Delivered 110 Ebola 
Emergency Packages

21 Ebola orphans received 
scholarships in Sierra Leone

Launched the Grad Prep 
program with almost 100 

students in Uganda and Rwanda 
5 year anniversary
382 scholarships to date

5 year timeline
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2016 accomplishments 

new members of the 
beautiful world community200+

274
scholarships given 

sierra leone
138

rwanda
45

uganda
91

uganda

rwanda

sierra
leonne

where we work
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student
passing rate97%

students sponsored382 have graduated65

4
days of workshop

75+
students

175
mock interviews

2
countries

uganda

rwanda
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grad prep’s success



“I am so grateful for the opportunity 
Beautiful World gave me. At least 
now I can provide for my family.

“
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“

graduate spotlight 

As one of the first scholars in our 
program to graduate, Jackline exuded 
confidence and professionalism at the 
Grad Prep workshops in Uganda. She 
encouraged her peers to take advantage 
of internship opportunities, and develop 
a professional network. Jackline is a 
shining example of the hope Beautiful 
World has for all the girls in our 
programs. She was also the first STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Math) student at Beautiful World. In 
2015, she successfully graduated from 
Kyambogo University in Uganda, with a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Science and 
Technology. 

Jackline’s father believed in education 
for his children, and despite earning little 
as a police officer, he always made 
school fees a priority. Jackline 
understood the value of her father’s gift, 
and she studied very hard to make sure 
his efforts did not go to waste. Sadly, 
Jackline’s father died of AIDS in her first 
year of junior high school. This left 
Jackline and her three siblings without 
any financial support for school, and on 
top of everything, her mother fell ill. 
They had no choice but to live with 
Jackline’s uncle, who provided food and 
shelter but nothing more. 

Determined to continue with school, 
Jackline worked at a local bar as a young 
teenager to raise her own school fees 
through to the end of junior high school.  

With the cost of tuition skyrocketing 
in senior high school, she had no 
choice but to stop. After searching all 
over Kampala for scholarships, she 
finally found our local partner 
organization in Kampala. 

With your support, Jackline received 
a scholarship from Beautiful World  
for senior high school and university. 
Jackline has this to share with the 
Beautiful World community: 

“I am so grateful for the opportunity 
Beautiful World gave me. Now I can 
provide for my family. I hope my 
story can  inspire more Canadians to 
let them know that you are directly 
impacting someone’s life and 
changing it for the better through 
education.”

Jackline’s advice at Grad Prep comes 
from learning how to make the most 
of every opportunity. While on 
summer holidays during university, 
Jackline would volunteer at local 
companies to gain technical skills. 
She has used that in her current role 
as Chemist, Managing Director 
where she is responsible for 
developing and modifying the 
chemicals for water treatment. With 
all that she has learned, Jackline is 
now building a house for her family, 
and saving her income, as she intends 
to be an entrepreneur in the future. 
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a visit with marie

If she continues her education, 
she will break this chain of 
poverty I have known my whole 
life.” With her education, Marie is 
the first in her family to not have 
to choose between simply 
surviving and having the chance 
to go to school.

Marie wants to use education to 
create change in her community. 
She has a fierce passion for 
women’s rights: “Education is my 
only weapon to change my world. 
If not for attending school I 
would have never gained this 
boldness inside of me”. There is 
no doubt that your support has 
changed this young woman’s life. 
Marie shared that she used to be 
shy, afraid to speak up, even when 
she was bullied for being poor. 
After receiving a Beautiful World 
scholarship for the past 5 years, 
Marie can attend school with 
confidence knowing her tuition 
will always be paid, she will always 
have safe transportation, and the 
guidance and encouragement of 
local staff and mentors. She has 
since developed an inner 
confidence to become more 
outspoken, so that the next 
generation does not experience 
the same challenges she once did.

Marie, a 21 year old honours student at 
Freetown Teachers College in Sierra 
Leone has been in our program since 
2012 – the year after Beautiful World 
started. Since then, your support and 
encouragement has seen her through 
both junior and senior high school in 
Sierra Leone. She is now thriving in her 
first year of teachers college.

Marie’s story with Beautiful World 
begins with her selling fruit at the local 
market with her mother, Sento, and 
sister. At that time, Sento had lost 
Marie’s father to illness, and the 
income they earned selling fruit in the 
market was their only source for food 
and shelter. Later, Sento remarried, 
only to lose her second husband to 
Ebola in 2014. Sento shared with us 
“had it not been for [the Beautiful 
World scholarship] my daughters, like 
me, would be excluded by the 
community, a peasant with nothing to 
offer.” With a scholarhsip for her 
daughter to receive an education, Sento 
has become a stronger and better 
mother to all her children. She calls 
Marie’s scholarship from Beautiful 
World, “a foundation of hope.” She 
says, “look at my daughter now, a 
strong, bright woman in college. I want 
Marie and my other children to reach 
their greatest potential, the potential I 
was never afforded. 
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program growth in rwanda 

In September 2016, the Beautiful World community helped provide 
scholarships to 33 new girls studying STEM at technical vocational school, and 
tourism management programs. Shortly after starting school, they came 
together for one day in November, to meet one another and share stories. They 
also met a couple of their mentors – two Beautiful World scholars from the 
original group of 12 students in the program. Mentorship has become a 
cornerstone of Beautiful World’s success. For the girls in our programs, having 
a mentor means having guidance and critical support at a time when they often 
feel the most isolated; having left their families and villages behind for school.

Merab, a new student, had this to say about her mentor: “My mentor has built 
my self esteem. I discuss with her practically everything, personal and academic. 
I whole heartedly confide in her.” Each mentor gets to know their student by 
meeting in person, so she can learn about their family background, personal 
goals and interests. During their second visit, the mentor and students meet as 
a group to discuss goal setting, relationships, their school objectives, and how to 
live with their peers. 
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alumni gathering 
For the first time in Beautiful World 
history, over 30 graduates came together 
to connect and share their experiences 
receiving a scholarship from Beautiful 
World. Graduates shared their stories of 
how difficult life was without access to 
education. One graduate, Charity, 
gathered all her courage and shared her 
journey.
 
Charity grew up in northern Uganda in a 
family of 10 children.  At 12 years old,  

she was captured by the LRA (the Lord’s Resistance Army) headed by Joseph 
Kony, to become a child soldier.  After suffering significant trauma, Charity 
managed to escape and she returned to her family forever changed. With 
determination, Charity re-entered school and persevered all the way to university 
when she was accepted into our program in 2013.  She has since graduated with a 
Bachelors in Records and Archives Management.  The Beautiful World 
community has been with her on her journey from child soldier to a university 
graduate. You gave her the opportunity to reimagine her life as a successful woman 
with a great career. 
 
Sharing her story forged a connection between her and our other graduates, who 
have endured their own hardships and struggles. As Beautiful World alumni, they 
share a fierce determintion and resilience. They feel empowered to take on life’s 
challenges and become the leaders their families and communities so desperately 
need.



financial summary
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2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

2016 was a record year for donations
Our donations grew by 19% from 2015 thanks to

increasing foundation and private donations.

270,550

447,385 419,550

570,312
679,715

Beautiful World had another record year for donations and grants, increasing 
our annual donations by 19% to $679,715. Our community of support included 
new grants from MasterCard Foundation and UNIFOR for Social Justice, as 
well as private family foundations. Monthly giving and Sponsor-a-Student also 
increased, as both programs provided the option for an ongoing gift, supporting 
a girl with her high school, vocational, college or university education.

RESERVE FUND
In 2016, Beautiful World’s Board of Directors voted to create a modest reserve 
fund. This was in response to the Ebola outbreak that occurred in 2015, when 
affected students needed critical and urgent support. As a result, this reserve was 
put in place to ensure our programs could recieve support in extenuating 
circumstances. The reserve generated was $73,684 for 2016.    
 
PROGRAMS
Our program spending grew to $493,605 – the highest amount in our history.  
With the increased support from an ever-growing community, we were able to 
provide 274 scholarships to girls living in Uganda, Rwanda and Sierra Leone.

OPERATIONS
In 2016, our operating costs increased slightly to cover rental costs for our new 
office, as well as telephone and internet fees. Operations also includes the salary 
for our single paid staff, the International Program Manager, as well as office 
supplies, postage and marketing materials. These expenses were offset by a 
generous donation from a private family foundation which means that 100% of 
your donation goes directly to the programs. In addition, our focus on 
partnering with local organizations, as well as the support of our incredible 
volunteers, allows us to keep the cost of operations at 12 cents of every dollar 
raised.
 
FUNDRAISING
Only 5 cents of every dollar raised goes towards supporting our fundraising and 
awareness raising activities. This includes our Annual Gala which raised close to 
$125,000 in 2016 at which Sara Dunkley, our Founder and Board Chair, shared 
her experience of travelling to Uganda and Rwanda.

New events included a talk with Barbara Coloroso for our 5th year anniversary 
and participation in the Toronto Scotiabank Waterfront marathon. These 
events raised both friends and funds for the Beautiful World community.
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82% of funds are spent on our programs
Our programs grew to $493,605 in 2016. 

Programs
82%

Operations
13%

Fundraising
5%



summary statement of 
operations and changes  
AS AT DECEMBER 31, 2016

2016 ($) 

EXPENSES
Operations
Fundraising events expenses
International programs expenditures

80,480
31,946

493,605 

73,684
30,054

103,738

EXCESS OF REVENUE OVER EXPENSES
NET ASSETS, BEGINNING OF YEAR

606,031

NET ASSETS, END OF YEAR

679,715

20        Beautiful World Year In Review 2016       

REVENUE
Donations 

summary statement of 
financial position 
AS AT DECEMBER 31, 2016

2016 ($)

ASSETS

Cash
Prepaid expenses

123,448
1,774 

125,222Net assets
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In 2016, Beautiful World successfully completed our first full audit, a 
milestone for our organization. To access the complete audited statements, 

please visit our website at 
beautifulworldcanada.org/about/financials

Current Assets



RACE
In October, the Beautiful World community hit the pavement in the 
pouring rain to raise funds for girls education at the Toronto Scotiabank 
Waterfront Marathon. Many ran or walked the 5k race, but other brave 
souls attempted the 10k, half and full marathons. With enthusiastic 
fundraising efforts, over $5500 was raised to support scholarships for girls 
in our programs, providing a lifeline of education to those living in poverty.
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GALA
So many of you were a part of the 4th 
Annual Dinner held at Berkeley Church, 
sponsored by TD Securities. The evening 
included an auction, delicious meal, and 
highlights on our programs from Country 
Director Jennifer Nantale from Uganda. 
Sara Dunkley, who had just returned 
from visiting with the girls and their 
families in both Uganda and Rwanda, also 
shared her experience with guests. With 
the outpouring of generosity, enough 
funds were raised to send over 100 girls 
across sub-Saharan Africa, back to high 
school, vocational school, college and 
university. 

5TH YEAR 
ANNIVERSARY
For our 5th anniversary in November with 
the theme, “poverty is a bully,” renowned 
bullying and parenting expert Barbara 
Coloroso, joined us at the Isabel Bader 
Theatre. She spoke on the tools and resources 
needed to raise kind and resilient youth who 
can disempower the bully, empower the 
bullied, and give courage to the bystander. 
Our thanks go out to Barbara again, for giving 
such a passionate and inspiring talk!

event highlights
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new ways to get involved

Our community has asked for different ways they can get involved with Beautiful 
World to raise funds and awareness for the girls in our programs.

D O N AT E 11

2

3

4

5
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YOU CAN:
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Make a one-time donation by cheque or online at 
beautifulworldcanada.org/donate

Become a Monthly Champion by making a monthly gift

Sponsor a student in high school, college, vocational school and/or university

Plan a legacy gift or endowment fund

Make a gift in memory or honour of someone special (we will send a card!)

1

2

3

4

5

Donate stocks and securities

For your next big celebration, whether a birthday, anniversary, graduation or 
retirement, why not ask friends, family and co-workers to donate to Beautiful 
World in lieu of gifts? Visit beautifulworld.akaraisin.com/BWCcelebrations2017 
to learn more.

Host your own fundraising event using our new online fundraising pages. 
Host a dinner, run a race, take a polar bear dip, or skydive, and raise funds as 
you go. Set up your page at beautifulworld.akaraisin.com/generalfundraising2017.

1

2

3

WHAT’S NEW:

11 12 13

$
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board of directors 

This annual report presents highlights of our global work for the past year and 
provides the summary financial statements for Beautiful World.

For more details on any information found within the 2016 Annual review and 
Financials, please visit beautifulworldcanada.org or call 647.799.2049.

Daryl Aitken
Owner, Fabric Spark

Hon. Jean Augustine, PC, CM, CBE
Former Ontario Fairness 
Commissioner

Scott Beckett, MBA
President, Edgewater Financial 
Group Inc.

Ruth Douglas
CEO, Fifth Story

Brad Dunkley, CFA
Co-Founder, Co-CEO and Portfolio 
Manager, Waratah

Sara Dunkley, MBA
Founder and Board Chair
President, Stellar Outdoor Advertising

Michelle Hayward
Board Member

Omosalewa (Shalewa) Iaboni, CPA, 
CA, CFP
Partner, Audit & Advisory, Crowe 
Soberman LLP

Brent Lowe, MBA, MACP
Consultant, BASE Associates

Victoria Winter, LLB, TEP
Partner, Beard Winter LLP



contact us
647.799.2049
beautifulworldcanada.org
3080 Yonge Street, Suite 5012
Toronto, ON, M4N 3N1

Charitable Registration #: 
842133480RR0001 

Their hope begins with 
you. Together we can 
help lift girls out of 
poverty for generations 
to come, all through 
the power of higher 
education. 

“

“

hope begins with education


