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A Note from Our Founder 
and Board Chair

Thanks to you, the lives of many girls in sub-Saharan Africa have been changed. 
In November 2021, we celebrated our 10th anniversary. Since 2011, we have 
helped 776 students and 219 graduates. We have been blessed to be a part of 
amazing transformations, our graduates gaining employment, and using their 
incomes to change the lives of their families. We have seen long standing cycles 
of poverty end for families due to the commitment and perseverance of our 
students. We started with 120 students in 3 countries, and we have grown and 
evolved our programs to now providing scholarships in 5 countries. We now focus 
on higher education scholarships and have added support programs like financial 
literacy, and Graduation Preparation Program, to ensure our graduates are 
prepared to enter the work force or start their own business. 

As we continue to navigate an unprecedented year filled with many challenges, we 
are more appreciative than ever for the support you have given and continue to 
give Beautiful World Canada. By supporting BWC, you are helping to change 
lives, communities, and the systems that contribute to cycles of poverty. When 
the COVID-19 pandemic broke out, we knew it would greatly impact vulnerable 
children’s education around the world. When schools in Uganda, Rwanda, Sierra 
Leone, and Ethiopia closed in March 2020 due to COVID-19, we ensured that 
students in our program had everything they needed to stay safe. They were 
trained on maintaining social distance and were provided with their stipends so 
they could purchase masks, soap, and sanitizer. Our program partner team 
members, each students’ mentors, and BWC scholars checked in frequently with 
each other. They encouraged one another to stay strong and find projects to keep 
them occupied during the long school closures. Our students are very industrious, 
and it did not take them long after school closure to find ways to contribute to their 
communities.



In 2021, many of our countries reopened their schools and subsequently closed them down 
due to COVID-19 cases. Some of our students had been out of school since March 2020 
due to their schools not being allowed to reopen. Thankfully, by early 2022 all our students 
were back to school. We had 4 students infected with COVID-19 but they have all recovered 
within a very short time. At the beginning, vaccination rates in the countries we work in 
remain very low due to supply issues and vaccine hesitancy. Graduation Preparation 
Program always consisted of students attending in-person workshops, but COVID-19 safety 
measures such as government restrictions on gathering sizes and bans on movement from 
one district to another required the program to be reimagined to make it work. The program 
was completed successfully by 190 students in Uganda and Rwanda. 

In November 2021, we launched Beautiful World’s new project Women’s Inclusion for 
National Growth Strategy (WINGS). This program is funded by Global Affairs Canada and 
the grant will provide comprehensive scholarships for 170 marginalized girls and women 
in Rwanda and Uganda. The first group of degree students sponsored by the Canadian 
Government started school in December 2021, in Rwanda and Uganda. This grant has been 
a work in progress for over two years for Beautiful World’s Canadian team with intensive 
collaboration with local partners. We are delighted to work with Global Affairs Canada on this 
vital project. The next four years will be a time of learning, tracking, measuring, and finding 
better ways to support our students and their communities.

Thank you for your commitment to us and to our amazing scholars who, with your support, 
are changing their lives, the lives of their families, and their communities for generations to 
come.

With gratitude,  
Sara 
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What We Do
Beautiful World is a non-profit organization based in Toronto, working in partnership with 
Community-Based organizations in sub-Saharan Africa, to provide secondary and post-
secondary educational support to at-risk girls. Our support is comprehensive, meaning 
we provide not just tuition, but also safe housing, transportation, personal and school 
supplies, graduation preparation and mentorship. We currently have programs in 
Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Uganda, and Ethiopia.

With over 10 million girls out of school globally, the majority residing in the poorest 
countries, the need for girls to be in school remains exceedingly high. Girls face 
tremendous barriers – especially as they become teenagers. Without financial resources 
and adequate support, girls often drop out of school, putting them at risk for gender-
based violence, teenage marriage and pregnancy, HIV/AIDS, or risky and unstable 
labour to earn an income. This is why we believe that primary education is not enough.

Beautiful World is transforming communities in sub-Saharan Africa by empowering 
marginalized girls and women with access to higher education, increased financial and 
social independence and the capacity to become change agents in their communities. 
According to the United Nations, “women and girls continue to disproportionately 
represent the world’s poor, and as a result are marginalized along economic, health and 
social indicators”. At Beautiful World, we understand that education is key to enjoying all 
other human rights and enables young people to grow up safely and transition into 
decent work. In fact, education is a catalyst for women’s economic and social 
empowerment.

Beautiful World believes that girls with higher levels of education are empowered to 
thrive. They become leaders who reinvest in their families and communities, helping to 
overcome poverty that has been entrenched for generations. We invest in girls and 
women from the poorest communities, where secondary and post-secondary education 
leads to transformative economic and social change.
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Scholarship Model
Beautiful World works with local partners in Ethiopia, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, and Uganda to 
deliver our scholarship model to girls who have survived unimaginable poverty, civil war, HIV/
AIDS, Ebola, and even genocide. Many of the girls we support leave their families and 
communities behind from often remote areas, to attend school hours away. This is why we 
learned early on that tuition, school supplies, and uniforms were not enough. For girls to truly 
succeed in secondary and post-secondary school, they would also need access to safe 
transportation, or housing close to their school, as well as access to medical care when 
needed. At this critical point in their lives as teenage girls, they would also need a mentor, 
someone to provide guidance and emotional support. Lastly, we wanted to set them up for 
success after graduation, which is why we created Grad Prep, a program to provide young 
women nearing graduation the critical skills needed to find employment. With a full spectrum of 
support, the girls and young women stay in school, graduate, find employment, support 
themselves and their families, and give back to their community.

100% Direct Giving - 100% of every dollar donated online goes directly to support our students’ 
scholarships. We have covered operational and fundraising costs with a donation from a private 
foundation. This means 100% of your donation goes towards providing students with support 
needed to remain in school and graduate.

100% Local Leadership - We select local community organizations with long track records and 
established success promoting girls’ higher educations in their communities. Project Managers are 
selected locally and have deep passion and connection with their communities. This promotes and 
supports local knowledge, as well as provide employment opportunities for women in the 
communities.

100% Local Schools – 100% of our students' study at local world class colleges and 
universities. Not only do we save on tuition, but our program also ensures sustainable local 
economic growth because after graduation, students remain and work in their countries. In 
addition, our students volunteer in their community while in school.
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Jemimah's 
Story
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Jemimah is a bright student pursuing a degree in civil engineering at Kyambogo 
University. Jemimah’s parents were unable to provide financial support to her 
university tuition because of their low income. Due to her father’s age and health 
concerns, he was no longer able to carry out his farming activities.

Recently, Jemimah attended her internship with the Ministry of Works and 
Transportion, on a road project crossing through a swamp in Uganda. She gained a 
lot of experience in road construction and knowledge about using different engineering 
equipment. Jemimah was involved in many activities such as practical skills in 
surveying works, Geo-technical laboratory works, computer skills in designing 
structural, buildings and architectural drawings. Jemimah participates in the choir at her 
community church, and she is also a group leader in her math class.
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With her scholarship, Jemimah commits to 
focusing on schoolwork and attending 
classes so that she can get a paying job. 
She hopes to earn money to be able to 
support other young girls' education. 

In the future, Jemimah dreams of 
becoming a successful female civil 
engineer, and an independent woman 
who can support herself and be a strong 
pillar of support for her family. She hopes 
to be able to provide for her younger siblings 
and send them to school so they too can 
have a bright future. Jemimah also dreams 
of creating a firm to employ those in her 
community to help reduce poverty.



Josephine's
Story
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Josephine is a former Beautiful World Canada beneficiary and has graduated with a 
diploma in Early Childhood Development. Josephine is employed as a teacher at 
The ROTOM school in Uganda. Josephine teaches primary school, and she says 
that she feels very proud when she teaches her students and watches their eyes 
grow brighter with understanding of new concepts.  

Josephine’s mother and father are both peasant farmers and do not earn enough 
income for their family. When Josephine was in high school, her father lost his job 
and could not afford to send her and her siblings to school, forcing them to drop out. 
Josephine is the only child in her family that has had the opportunity to attend 
higher education. This is because of Beautiful World Canada in partnership with 
Reach One Touch One Ministries (ROTOM), one of Beautiful World's local partners 
in Uganda. 

For nine years, Josephine was out of school. Josephine’s dream was to become a 
teacher. Even with challenges, she never gave up. After years of searching, 
Josephine found ROTOM. She applied for the Beautiful World Canada scholarship 
and was ecstatic when she was accepted.

As a school teacher, Josephine gives hope to children and shares her 
knowledge and skills. She loves her job and enjoys working with children every day. 
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Thank you for 
supporting Josephine in 

achieving her dream. 
With your support, 

Josephine is now the 
happiest girl in the world. 
She is deeply thankful to 
ROTOM and Beautiful 

World Canada.



Impact of COVID-19

The COVID-19 pandemic has affected many sectors of the 
countries Beautiful World Canada works in. 

The education of young girls has been confronted with 
unprecedented challenges and roadblocks due to the 

pandemic in Uganda, Ethiopia, Rwanda, and Sierra Leone.

Uganda
Uganda reported 97,756 cases in 2021. In June, the government re-imposed a nation-
wide lock down to help prevent the spread of the disease. The lock down closed 
transportation and businesses. This negatively impacted the country as most of its 
residents rely on public transportation as part of their livelihood. In March 2021, Uganda 
implemented its vaccine program which allowed residents, in selected regions, to receive 
their first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine, which helped to decrease COVID-19 related 
illnesses and deaths. Throughout the year, the vaccine became more available, as 
adults and youth were encouraged to get themselves protected. Schools in most regions 
were closed either partially or fully during the school year. Most schools did not offer 
virtual learning, which unfortunately led to high dropout rates. Schools did not fully re-
open until early 2022. 
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Ethiopia 
In 2021, Ethiopia confirmed 290,791 cases of COVID-19. The country was hit hard when available 
resources were taken away to make room for the prevention of the disease by opening facilities dedicated 
to helping treat those affected by COVID-19. In March 2021, the country began to roll out their vaccine 
clinics, offering the first dose to residents in certain areas. In the following months, vaccine rates were 
improving, and more residents were getting vaccinated. Schools were beginning to reopen to allow for 
students to continue their learnings. After many months of disrupted school, a staggered start to reopen 
school started, giving priority to schools in rural areas. 

Rwanda
Rwanda reported approximately 103,326 cases of COVID-19. In April 2021, the country began to roll out 
their vaccine. Healthcare workers and those at risk were first eligible to receive their first dose. Weeks 
later, all residents were strongly encouraged to protect themselves and get vaccinated. In July of the 
same year, the government imposed an extension of the lockdown to help minimize the spread of the 
disease. Under the lockdown, residents were only allowed to leave their house for essential services. 
During this time, all schools were once again closed. Schools did not reopen until August 2021. Students 
were welcomed back to school to complete the school calendar, with safety measures in place. 

Sierra Leone
Sierra Leone reported 4,429 cases of COVID-19 in 2021. Over the year, the country rolled out many 
safety measures to help prevent the spread of the disease. As a result, many people were facing 
challenges when it came to buying items (such as masks) and food. In addition, getting vaccinated against 
COVID-19 was strongly encouraged among residents, though vaccination rates in Sierra Leone are very 
low. In 2021, schools finally reopened, and students were welcomed back to school.
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Grad Prep 
Program
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Success for a Beautiful World scholar is not just graduating, but is also measured by 
a student’s ability to find employment after their education. The Graduation 
Preparation training program (Grad Prep) is a series of workshops and 
assignments, designed to teach students about the work force and how to 
successfully find a job after graduation. The program equips girls with the necessary 
tools and skills they need for life after school.

The girls in the program are trained on skills such as how to write CVs, resumes, and 
cover letters. They are also trained on how to present themselves in different 
professional fields, and how to network with people for support.
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Global Affairs 
Canada 
Program

Beautiful World Canada is extremely excited to announce that in 2021 we received 
a grant from Global Affairs Canada (GAC) totaling $1.8 million towards our 
educational support of vulnerable girls and young women in sub-Saharan Africa. 
The grant will support 170 young women and girls to attend university in 
Uganda and Rwanda under a project named Women Inclusion for National Growth 
Strategy (WINGS). The project will run for four years and will be implemented by 
Beautiful World Canada, in collaboration with its existing local partners in Uganda 
and Rwanda. The ultimate outcome of this project is focused on providing 
academic opportunities, basic life skills, and career-oriented support to 
marginalized women and girls.

This initiative emphasizes a lack of education as one of the main causes of poverty 
for marginalized women and girls in sub-Saharan Africa and empowers them to 
complete post-secondary education in promising fields of economic growth. This 
goal will be achieved through provision of scholarships to marginalized girls and 
women, enhancing social support to female students, increasing knowledge and 
skills in financial management, health, and nutrition, increasing the capacity of 
marginalized girls and women in local community initiatives, and increasing 
capacity of marginalized girls and women for seeking employment and creating 
business. 

Receiving this grant from GAC is a major breakthrough for Beautiful World 
Canada, as we are now able to showcase to the world the major and 
transformative impact that education has on the lives of marginalized women and 
girls in sub-Saharan Africa. We look forward to providing all our supporters with 
regular updates on this project. 



Volunteer 
Project
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In December of 2021, Reach One Touch One Ministries (ROTOM) and Beautiful 
World Canada beneficiaries in Ethiopia paid it forward and  collectively 
decided to forgo some of their own basic needs and donated sanitary 
products to 100 young girls at Ifa Boru Keta Secondary School. Menstrual 
hygiene products are not easily accessible to girls living in sub-Saharan Africa, 
and often times girls will go without them because they are not available and/or 
cannot be afforded. As a result of this, the shame and embarrassment of 
menstruation often affects a young girl’s confidence and is one of the major 
causes for girls to drop out of school. This student volunteer project has 
allowed female students access to sanitary products.



Financial Summary

Our revenue in 2021 grew by 12%. 
We saw this increase because of COVID-19 wage subsidy from 
the government, and increased donations from existing donors.

20202017 2018 2019

Programs - Our program spending declined slightly from 2020 to $438,757. In 2021 we 
had 33 new students join our scholarship program and we have supported 775 students. 
Our program spending declined in 2021 due to the COVID-19 lockdowns requiring schools 
to be closed in Uganda, Rwanda, and Ethiopia. Majority of schools were closed in Uganda 
for most of the school year in 2021, so many tuition payments were not made. In 2021, our 
Grad Prep program ran a combination of virtual meetings and small groups meeting in 
Uganda with 107 students. In Rwanda, 83 students attended Grad Prep in 2021 where due 
to strict health safety measures, they were able to meet in small in-person meetings, most of 
them held indoors.    

Operations - Our 2021 operating costs declined slightly from 2020. The costs savings 
were generated from closing our office. Our focus on partnering with local organizations, as 
well as the support of our incredible volunteers, helps us keep the cost of operations at 12 
cents of every dollar raised. These expenses were offset by a generous donation from a 
private family foundation. This means 100% of your donation goes directly to the programs 
on the ground.

Fundraising - In 2021, 1% of our budget was invested in fundraising and awareness 
building activity such as donor communications, and a holiday direct mail campaign. Due to 
COVID-19 restrictions, majority of our fundraising took place online with donor meetings by 
Zoom with our local partners in Africa. We also participated in the CAP bike ride in 
collaboration with other charities supporting local projects to raise funds to add additional 
students to our program in Uganda.  

87% of funds 
raised are spent 
on our programs.
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Statement of Operations 
and Changes

657,794

438,757
4,086

503,516

184,116
321,980

REVENUE
Donations 

EXPENSES
Programs
Fundraising
Operations

EXCESS REVENUE OVER 
EXPENSES  
Net Assets, Beginning of Year 
NET ASSETS, END OF YEAR 506,096
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60,673



Statement of 
Financial Summary

465,430
  86,823

ASSETS 
Current Assets 
Insurance Policy 

Total Assets 552,253

Liabilities (current Liabilities)   46,157

Net Assets 506,096

BWC 2021 year in review 17



Where Your Money Goes
When you give a gift to Beautiful World, you provide the Circle of Support for every 
girl in school. While the cost of a scholarship varies depending on the country, and 
level of school (high school, vocational, college or university), the average cost to 
support a high school or vocational school student is approximately $1,000 CDN per 
year. For college and university, each scholarship can range from $1,000 to $2,500 
CDN per year. Gifts of under $1,000 support the components of the Circle of Support.

100% of every donation received goes directly to the girls and young women in our 
programs. In 2021, 33 new students joined our scholarship program with 
everything they needed to be successful. Their futures were transformed the moment 
you decided to step into the gap and make a commitment to their education. Thank 
you for making this possible.
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Anita Dong
CEO Accelera Marketing

Darly Aitken
Owner Fabric Spark

Davelle Morrison
Real Estate Sales and Investor, 
Bosley Real Estate Ltd. Brokerage 

Honourable Jean Augustine
Former Ontario Fairness 
Commissioner

Judy Byle-Jones
President July Byle-Jones Financial 

Michelle Hayward
Volunteer and Board Member

Ruth Douglas
CEO Fifth Story

Sara Dunkley
President Stellar Outdoor
Advertising

Scott Beckett
President Edgewater Financial 
Group Inc. 

Shelewa Iaboni
Partner Crowe Soberman LLP

Board of Directors

This annual report presents highlights of our global work for the past year and 
provides the summary of financial statements for Beautiful World Canada. 

For more details on any information found within the 2021 Impact Report and 
Financials, please visit beautifulworldcanada.org or call 647.799.2049
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Contact Us

647-799-2049
beautifulworldcanada.org
P.O. Box 43556 Leaside
Toronto ON
M4G 3G8

Charitable Registration:
#842133480RR0001




